Saint Matthew Episcopal Church
In the Episcopal Diocese of Olympia
and The Puyallup Tribe of Indians Reservation
6800 Eastside Drive NE, Tacoma WA 98422
Ph: 253-927-9808
Office Email: saintmatthew6800@gmail.com

Rector Email: fatherkendall@gmail.com

(el The heavens be 7[4(/

Parish Website: www.neighborhoodparish.org

ad (el the ear Tl r€/w‘c’c

The Nativity of Our Lord
December 24, 2022

[ 7777
7

The Liturgy of
The Holy Eucharist I1

Prelude

Procession to the Altar

Hymn #83 O come all ye faithful

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

And blessed be his kingdom, now and
for ever. Amen.

People

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his
people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King almighty God and
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

0 God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of
the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that
we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may
with sure confidence behold him when he comes to
be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

A Reading from Isaiah (9:2-7)

The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness-- on them light has shined. You have
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder. For the
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have
broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled
in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a
child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He
will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do
this.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader
People

Psalm 96
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the
LORD, all the whole earth.



2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name;
proclaim the good news of his salvation
from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations and his
wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be
praised; he is more to be feared than all

gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are
but idols; but it is the LORD who made the
heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his

presence! Oh, the power and the
splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the
peoples; ascribe to the LORD honor and
power.

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his
Name; bring offerings and come into his
courts.

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD
is King! he has made the world so firm
that it cannot be moved; he will judge the
peoples with equity."

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be
glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout
for joy before the LORD when he comes,
when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with
righteousness and the peoples with his
truth.

A Reading from Titus

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and
worldly passions, and in the present age to live
lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and

(2:11-14)

Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us
that he might redeem us from all iniquity and
purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.

Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
Gradual

Hymn #81, Vss. 1-2

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
According to Luke (2:1-20)

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor
Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city
of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn. In that region there were shepherds living in
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not
be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us." So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they saw this, they made known what had been



told them about this child; and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them
in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as
it had been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Gradual
Hymn #81, Vs. 3.

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming

The Sermon

Silence for reflection

The Nicene Creed (Standing, as able.)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father (and the
Son). With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Let us pray.

For the holy Church of God, that we may boldly
proclaim the good tidings of the Incarnation of
Jesus Christ. We pray especially for Bartholomew,
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Francis,
Bishop of Rome, Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury,
Michael our presiding bishop, Greg our bishop; for
priests, deacons and all who minister in Christ, and
for all the holy people of God.

0 God who is with us, hear our prayer.

For the Anglican Communion, especially the
Dioceses of Ogori-Magongo - nigria), Ohaji/Egbema -
vigeria), ONI0 = (The Episcopal chureny, SOuthern Ohio - (the Bpiscopal
Church), Oji River - (Nigeria), Okene - (Nigeria), and The
Anglican Church of Korea; our diocese, especially
St. Luke’s, Seattle; St. Stephen’s, Seattle; and our
parish.

0 God who is with us, hear our prayer.

For the leaders of the world, especially Joseph, our
president, that they may follow the example of the
Prince of Peace by striving for peace and justice
among the nations. We pray for our armed forces
and for those who are deployed, especially for
those we now name....

0 God who is with us, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all the blessings of this life,
especially for the blessings we now name...
0 God who is with us, hear our prayer.

For those who travel, that their reunions may be
occasions of celebration and that they return safely
to their homes.

0 God who is with us, hear our prayer.

For the homeless, the unemployed, the hungry, and
all who are alone and forgotten, that we, who have
received so abundantly, may give generously for
their lives and needs.

0 God who is with us, hear our prayer.

For those who do not yet know the Light of Christ,
that their hearts may be filled with hope, peace, joy
and love.

0 God who is with us, hear our prayer.

For those who are sick, that they may be blessed by
your healing grace. We pray for all those on our
prayer list and those in our hearts, praying
especially for Lyn, Areewa, Marisa, Rico, Saray, Leif,
Kari, Kathryn, Milana, Jackie, Elianny, Glen, Gary,
Harold, Marilyn, Keith, Justin & Kendra, Alex, Janae,



Jeanne, Travon, Debbie, Cindy, Scott, Mike, Tom,
Daisi, Kim, Mike, Bill, Michele, Maya, Linda, and for
those we now name....

0 God who is with us, hear our prayer.

For the departed, that they may have rest in that
place where the angels sing gloriously for all
eternity, remembering especially those we now
name....

0 God who is with us, hear our prayer.

Celebrant

0 God, who wonderfully created, and yet more
wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature:
grant that we may share the divine life of him who
humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen

Let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbor.

Leader and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have
sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen

The Peace
Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with
you.

People And also with you.

Announcements

Offertory

Our Christmas loose cash
offerings go to our
Outreach Fund, which directly funds
outreach projects and partnerships
within our community.

Anthem
What Would You Say This Christmas
guitar and vocal Barney Hartley

The Great Thanksgiving - B
[Please see Book of Common Prayer, pg. 367]
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  Itisright to give him thanks and
praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

[t is right, and a good and joyful thing...

Celebrant and People

Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God...

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving...

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN

Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we
now pray,



Our father in heaven
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread and

Holy Communion
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence
is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

All persons are invited to come forward to receive Holy
Communion in one or both of the elements or receive a blessing.
Gluten-free hosts and alcohol-free wine are available upon
request at the rail. Ifyou have yet to be baptized and are
interested in learning more about this sacrament, please see
one of the clergy following the liturgy.

Ifyou do not wish to come forward for Communion or a
blessing, or if you are attending the liturgy virtually, you are
invited to pray the following from The St. Augustine’s Prayer
Book.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered
at every altar of your Church where your blessed
Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer
praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the
blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us
by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means
of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you
are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since
[ cannot at this time receive Communion, I pray
you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you
and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and
my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me
serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to
your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

The Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant Let us pray

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for
feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do
the work you have given us to do, to love and
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Candle lighting

(The congregation kneels [as able] in silence during the
lighting of candles, which symbolizes the light of Christ coming
into the world.)

After the candles are lit the congregation sings
Hymn#111 - Silent Night

The Blessing

May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into
one, things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his
joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit be among you,
and remain with you always. Amen.

Procession to the Neighborhood
Hymn #100 Joy to the World

St. Matthew Mission Statement

To be a church that passionately embraces and
values all people, growing in the love of Christ
through word and action.

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People  Thanks be to God.

Postlude




