
 1 

Saint	Matthew	Episcopal	Church	
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The	Fourth	Sunday	in	Lent	
March	19,	2023	

	
	

The	Liturgy	of		
The	Holy	Eucharist	II		

	

Prelude	
	

Procession	to	the	Altar	
Hymn	#686	 	 Come,	thou	fount	of	every	blessing	
	

Celebrant			Bless	the	Lord	who	forgives	all	our	sins.	
People								His	mercy	endures	for	ever.	
	
Hear	the	commandments	of	God	to	his	people:	
I	am	the	Lord	your	God	who	brought	you	out	of	
bondage.	You	shall	have	no	other	gods	but	me.	
Amen.	Lord	have	mercy.	
	

You	shall	not	make	for	yourself	any	idol.	
Amen.	Lord	have	mercy.	
	

You	shall	not	invoke	with	malice	the	Name	of	the	
Lord	your	God.		
Amen.	Lord	have	mercy.	
	
Remember	the	Sabbath	day	and	keep	it	holy.	
Amen.	Lord	have	mercy.	
	
Honor	your	father	and	your	mother.	
Amen.	Lord	have	mercy.	
	
You	shall	not	commit	murder.	
Amen.	Lord	have	mercy.	
	
You	shall	not	commit	adultery.	
Amen.	Lord	have	mercy.	
	
You	shall	not	steal.	
Amen.	Lord	have	mercy.	
	

You	shall	not	be	a	false	witness.	
Amen.	Lord	have	mercy.	
	
You	shall	not	covet	anything	that	belongs	to	your	
neighbor.		
Amen.	Lord	have	mercy.	
	
Jesus	said,	"The	first	commandment	is	this:	Hear,	O	
Israel:	The	Lord	our	God	is	the	only	Lord.	Love	the	
Lord	your	God	with	all	your	heart,	with	all	your	
soul,	with	all	your	mind,	and	with	all	your	strength.	
The	second	is	this:	Love	your	neighbor	as	yourself.	
There	is	no	other	commandment	greater	than	
these."		Mark	12:29-31	
	
The	Celebrant	then	says	
Let	us	confess	our	sins	against	God	and	our	
neighbor.	
	
Silence	may	be	kept.	
	
Celebrant	and	People	
Most	merciful	God,	we	confess	that	we	have	
sinned	against	you	in	thought,	word,	and	deed,	
by	what	we	have	done,	and	by	what	we	have	left	
undone.	We	have	not	loved	you	with	our	whole	
heart;	we	have	not	loved	our	neighbors	as	
ourselves.	We	are	truly	sorry	and	we	humbly	
repent.	For	the	sake	of	your	Son	Jesus	Christ,	
have	mercy	on	us	and	forgive	us;	that	we	may	
delight	in	your	will,	and	walk	in	your	ways,	to	
the	glory	of	your	Name.	Amen.	
	
The	Celebrant	stands	and	says	
Almighty	God	have	mercy	on	you,	forgive	you	all	
your	sins	through	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	strengthen		
you	in	all	goodness,	and	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	keep	you	in	eternal	life.	Amen.	
	
Said	three	times		
Holy	God,	
Holy	and	Mighty,	
Holy	Immortal	One,	
Have	mercy	upon	us.	
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The	Collect	of	the	Day	
Celebrant	 The	Lord	be	with	you.	
People	 And	also	with	you.	
Celebrant	 Let	us	pray.	
	
Gracious	Father,	whose	blessed	Son	Jesus	Christ	
came	down	from	heaven	to	be	the	true	bread	which	
gives	life	to	the	world:	Evermore	give	us	this	bread,	
that	he	may	live	in	us,	and	we	in	him;	who	lives	and	
reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	now	
and	for	ever.	Amen.	
 

A	Reading	from	1	Samuel	(16:1-13)	
The	Lord	said	to	Samuel,	"How	long	will	you	grieve	
over	Saul?	I	have	rejected	him	from	being	king	over	
Israel.	Fill	your	horn	with	oil	and	set	out;	I	will	send	
you	to	Jesse	the	Bethlehemite,	for	I	have	provided	
for	myself	a	king	among	his	sons."	Samuel	said,	
"How	can	I	go?	If	Saul	hears	of	it,	he	will	kill	me."	
And	the	Lord	said,	"Take	a	heifer	with	you,	and	say,	
`I	have	come	to	sacrifice	to	the	Lord.'	Invite	Jesse	to	
the	sacrifice,	and	I	will	show	you	what	you	shall	do;	
and	you	shall	anoint	for	me	the	one	whom	I	name	
to	you."	Samuel	did	what	the	Lord	commanded,	
and	came	to	Bethlehem.	The	elders	of	the	city	came	
to	meet	him	trembling,	and	said,	"Do	you	come	
peaceably?"	He	said,	"Peaceably;	I	have	come	to	
sacrifice	to	the	Lord;	sanctify	yourselves	and	come	
with	me	to	the	sacrifice."	And	he	sanctified	Jesse	
and	his	sons	and	invited	them	to	the	sacrifice.	
When	they	came,	he	looked	on	Eliab	and	thought,	
"Surely	the	Lord's	anointed	is	now	before	the	
Lord."	But	the	Lord	said	to	Samuel,	"Do	not	look	on	
his	appearance	or	on	the	height	of	his	stature,	
because	I	have	rejected	him;	for	the	Lord	does	not	
see	as	mortals	see;	they	look	on	the	outward	
appearance,	but	the	Lord	looks	on	the	heart."	Then	
Jesse	called	Abinadab,	and	made	him	pass	before	
Samuel.	He	said,	"Neither	has	the	Lord	chosen	this	
one."	Then	Jesse	made	Shammah	pass	by.	And	he	
said,	"Neither	has	the	Lord	chosen	this	one."	Jesse	
made	seven	of	his	sons	pass	before	Samuel,	and	
Samuel	said	to	Jesse,	"The	Lord	has	not	chosen	any	
of	these."	Samuel	said	to	Jesse,	"Are	all	your	sons	
here?"	And	he	said,	"There	remains	yet	the	
youngest,	but	he	is	keeping	the	sheep."	And	Samuel	
said	to	Jesse,	"Send	and	bring	him;	for	we	will	not	
sit	down	until	he	comes	here."	He	sent	and	brought	
him	in.	Now	he	was	ruddy,	and	had	beautiful	eyes,	
and	was	handsome.	The	Lord	said,	"Rise	and	anoint	
him;	for	this	is	the	one."	Then	Samuel	took	the	horn	

of	oil,	and	anointed	him	in	the	presence	of	his	
brothers;	and	the	spirit	of	the	Lord	came	mightily	
upon	David	from	that	day	forward.	Samuel	then	set	
out	and	went	to	Ramah.	
	

Reader	 The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
People	 Thanks	be	to	God.	
	

Psalm	23			
1		 The	LORD	is	my	shepherd;	I	shall	not	be	in	

want.		
	
2		 He	makes	me	lie	down	in	green	pastures	

and	leads	me	beside	still	waters.		
	
3		 He	revives	my	soul	and	guides	me	along	

right	pathways	for	his	Name's	sake.		
	
4		 Though	I	walk	through	the	valley	of	the	

shadow	of	death,	I	shall	fear	no	evil;	
for	you	are	with	me;	your	rod	and	your	
staff,	they	comfort	me.		

	
5		 You	spread	a	table	before	me	in	the	

presence	of	those	who	trouble	me;	you	have	
anointed	my	head	with	oil,	
and	my	cup	is	running	over.		

	
6		 Surely	your	goodness	and	mercy	shall	

follow	me	all	the	days	of	my	life,	and	I	
will	dwell	in	the	house	of	the	LORD	for	
ever.	

	

A	Reading	from	Ephesians																	 (5:8-14)	
Once	you	were	darkness,	but	now	in	the	Lord	you	
are	light.	Live	as	children	of	light--	for	the	fruit	of	
the	light	is	found	in	all	that	is	good	and	right	and	
true.	Try	to	find	out	what	is	pleasing	to	the	Lord.	
Take	no	part	in	the	unfruitful	works	of	darkness,	
but	instead	expose	them.	For	it	is	shameful	even	to	
mention	what	such	people	do	secretly;	but	
everything	exposed	by	the	light	becomes	visible,	
for	everything	that	becomes	visible	is	light.	
Therefore	it	says,	"Sleeper,	awake!	Rise	from	the	
dead,	and	Christ	will	shine	on	you."	
	
Reader	 The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
People	 Thanks	be	to	God.	
	

Gradual	Hymn	#488	vss.	1-2	Be	thou	my	vision	
	

The	Holy	Gospel	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	
According	to	John																							(9:1-41)	
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Glory	to	you,	Lord	Christ.	
	
As	he	walked	along,	Jesus	saw	a	man	blind	from	
birth.	His	disciples	asked	him,	"Rabbi,	who	sinned,	
this	man	or	his	parents,	that	he	was	born	blind?"	
Jesus	answered,	"Neither	this	man	nor	his	parents	
sinned;	he	was	born	blind	so	that	God's	works	
might	be	revealed	in	him.	We	must	work	the	works	
of	him	who	sent	me	while	it	is	day;	night	is	coming	
when	no	one	can	work.	As	long	as	I	am	in	the	
world,	I	am	the	light	of	the	world."	When	he	had	
said	this,	he	spat	on	the	ground	and	made	mud	
with	the	saliva	and	spread	the	mud	on	the	man's	
eyes,	saying	to	him,	"Go,	wash	in	the	pool	of	
Siloam"	(which	means	Sent).	Then	he	went	and	
washed	and	came	back	able	to	see.	The	neighbors	
and	those	who	had	seen	him	before	as	a	beggar	
began	to	ask,	"Is	this	not	the	man	who	used	to	sit	
and	beg?"	Some	were	saying,	"It	is	he."	Others	were	
saying,	"No,	but	it	is	someone	like	him."	He	kept	
saying,	"I	am	the	man."	But	they	kept	asking	him,	
"Then	how	were	your	eyes	opened?"	He	answered,	
"The	man	called	Jesus	made	mud,	spread	it	on	my	
eyes,	and	said	to	me,	`Go	to	Siloam	and	wash.'	Then	
I	went	and	washed	and	received	my	sight."	They	
said	to	him,	"Where	is	he?"	He	said,	"I	do	not	
know."	They	brought	to	the	Pharisees	the	man	who	
had	formerly	been	blind.	Now	it	was	a	sabbath	day	
when	Jesus	made	the	mud	and	opened	his	eyes.	
Then	the	Pharisees	also	began	to	ask	him	how	he	
had	received	his	sight.	He	said	to	them,	"He	put	
mud	on	my	eyes.	Then	I	washed,	and	now	I	see."	
Some	of	the	Pharisees	said,	"This	man	is	not	from	
God,	for	he	does	not	observe	the	sabbath."	But	
others	said,	"How	can	a	man	who	is	a	sinner	
perform	such	signs?"	And	they	were	divided.	So	
they	said	again	to	the	blind	man,	"What	do	you	say	
about	him?	It	was	your	eyes	he	opened."	He	said,	
"He	is	a	prophet."	The	Jews	did	not	believe	that	he	
had	been	blind	and	had	received	his	sight	until	they	
called	the	parents	of	the	man	who	had	received	his	
sight	and	asked	them,	"Is	this	your	son,	who	you	
say	was	born	blind?	How	then	does	he	now	see?"	
His	parents	answered,	"We	know	that	this	is	our	
son,	and	that	he	was	born	blind;	but	we	do	not	
know	how	it	is	that	now	he	sees,	nor	do	we	know	
who	opened	his	eyes.	Ask	him;	he	is	of	age.	He	will	
speak	for	himself."	His	parents	said	this	because	
they	were	afraid	of	the	Jews;	for	the	Jews	had	
already	agreed	that	anyone	who	confessed	Jesus	to	
be	the	Messiah	would	be	put	out	of	the	synagogue.	

Therefore	his	parents	said,	"He	is	of	age;	ask	him."	
So	for	the	second	time	they	called	the	man	who	had	
been	blind,	and	they	said	to	him,	"Give	glory	to	
God!	We	know	that	this	man	is	a	sinner."	He	
answered,	"I	do	not	know	whether	he	is	a	sinner.	
One	thing	I	do	know,	that	though	I	was	blind,	now	I	
see."	They	said	to	him,	"What	did	he	do	to	you?	
How	did	he	open	your	eyes?"	He	answered	them,	"I	
have	told	you	already,	and	you	would	not	listen.	
Why	do	you	want	to	hear	it	again?	Do	you	also	
want	to	become	his	disciples?"	Then	they	reviled	
him,	saying,	"You	are	his	disciple,	but	we	are	
disciples	of	Moses.	We	know	that	God	has	spoken	
to	Moses,	but	as	for	this	man,	we	do	not	know	
where	he	comes	from."	The	man	answered,	"Here	
is	an	astonishing	thing!	You	do	not	know	where	he	
comes	from,	and	yet	he	opened	my	eyes.	We	know	
that	God	does	not	listen	to	sinners,	but	he	does	
listen	to	one	who	worships	him	and	obeys	his	will.	
Never	since	the	world	began	has	it	been	heard	that	
anyone	opened	the	eyes	of	a	person	born	blind.	If	
this	man	were	not	from	God,	he	could	do	nothing."	
They	answered	him,	"You	were	born	entirely	in	
sins,	and	are	you	trying	to	teach	us?"	And	they	
drove	him	out.	Jesus	heard	that	they	had	driven	
him	out,	and	when	he	found	him,	he	said,	"Do	you	
believe	in	the	Son	of	Man?"	He	answered,	"And	who	
is	he,	sir?	Tell	me,	so	that	I	may	believe	in	him."	
Jesus	said	to	him,	"You	have	seen	him,	and	the	one	
speaking	with	you	is	he."	He	said,	"Lord,	I	believe."	
And	he	worshiped	him.	Jesus	said,	"I	came	into	this	
world	for	judgment	so	that	those	who	do	not	see	
may	see,	and	those	who	do	see	may	become	blind."	
Some	of	the	Pharisees	near	him	heard	this	and	said	
to	him,	"Surely	we	are	not	blind,	are	we?"	Jesus	said	
to	them,	"If	you	were	blind,	you	would	not	have	sin.	
But	now	that	you	say,	`We	see,'	your	sin	remains."	
	
The	Gospel	of	the	Lord.	
Praise	to	you,	Lord	Christ.	
	

Gradual	Hymn	#488		vs.	3	 Be	thou	my	vision	
	

The	Sermon																						 	
	
Silence	for	reflection				
									
The	Nicene	Creed	(Standing,	as	able.)	
We	believe	in	one	God,	the	Father,	the	Almighty,	
maker	of	heaven	and	earth,	of	all	that	is,	seen	
and	unseen.	
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We	believe	in	one	Lord,	Jesus	Christ,	the	only	
Son	of	God,	eternally	begotten	of	the	Father,	
God	from	God,	Light	from	Light,	true	God	from	
true	God,	begotten,	not	made,	of	one	Being	with	
the	Father.	Through	him	all	things	were	made.	
For	us	and	for	our	salvation	he	came	down	from	
heaven:	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	he	
became	incarnate	from	the	Virgin	Mary,	and	
was	made	man.	For	our	sake	he	was	crucified	
under	Pontius	Pilate;	he	suffered	death	and	was	
buried.	On	the	third	day	he	rose	again	in	
accordance	with	the	Scriptures;	he	ascended	
into	heaven	and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	
the	Father.	He	will	come	again	in	glory	to	judge	
the	living	and	the	dead,	and	his	kingdom	will	
have	no	end.	
	
We	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Lord,	the	giver	
of	life,	who	proceeds	from	the	Father	(and	the	
Son).	With	the	Father	and	the	Son	he	is		
worshiped	and	glorified.	He	has	spoken	
through	the	Prophets.	We	believe	in	one	holy	
catholic	and	apostolic	Church.	We	acknowledge	
one	baptism	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	We	look	
for	the	resurrection	of	the	dead,	and	the	life	of	
the	world	to	come.	Amen.	
	

Prayers	of	the	People	
Let	us	pray.	
	
Heavenly	Father,	all	are	created	in	your	image;	help	
us	to	honor	you	by	loving	one	another.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
(When	receiving	the	microphone,	please	pray	a	
paragraph.		When	completed,	pass	the	microphone	
to	another	congregant	who	will	read	the	next	
paragraph.		Do	not	worry	about	pronunciations.		
God	knows	what	we	are	praying!)	
	
You	challenge	the	powers	and	principalities	of	the	
world.	We	pray	for	our	president,	our	congress,	our	
courts	and	all	who	are	in	authority.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
You	sent	the	prophets	of	old;	inspire	your	church	to	
prophetically	seek	justice,	peace,	and	truth.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
Lord	Jesus,	you	gave	to	the	Apostles	the	
continuation	of	your	ministry;	bless	all	who	
minister	in	your	church.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	

	
You	bind	us	together	into	One	Body.	We	pray	for	
your	Holy	Catholic	Church;	the	Anglican	
Communion,	especially	the	Dioceses	of	Rio	de	
Janeiro	-	(Brazil),	Rio	Grande	-	(The	Episcopal	Church),	Riverina	-	
(Australia),	Rochester	-	(The	Episcopal	Church),	Rochester	-	(England),	
Rockhampton	-	(Australia),	and	The	Anglican	Church	of	
Southern	Africa;	our	diocese,	especially	St.	Paul’s,	
Seattle;	St.	Peter’s,	Seattle;	and	our	parish.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
You	called	each	of	us	to	take	up	the	cross;	deepen	
our	faith	and	strengthen	our	resolve	to	follow	in	
your	steps.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
You	forgave	the	thief	on	the	cross;	bring	us	all	to	
penitence	and	reconciliation.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
You	were	rich	yet	for	our	sake	you	became	poor;	
move	us	to	share	generously.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
You	lived	as	an	exile	in	Egypt;	protect	and	comfort	
all	who	are	alone,	isolated,	fearful,	or	victimized.	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
You	come	in	our	midst	as	the	Prince	of	Peace.	We	
pray	for	peace	and	an	end	of	violence,	hatred,	and	
terrorism	in	every	heart	and	every	land.	We	pray	
for	our	armed	forces	and	those	who	are	deployed	
especially	for	those	we	now	name….	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
You	healed	by	your	touch	and	word;	bless	all	
through	whom	your	healing	gifts	are	given	and	
bless	all	of	those	on	our	prayer	list,	and	those	in	
our	hearts,	praying	especially	for	Lyn,	Areewa,	
Marisa,	Rico,	Saray,	Leif,	Kari,	Kathryn,	Milana,	
Jackie,	Elianny,	Glen,	Gary,	Marilyn,	Justin	&	
Kendra,	Alex,	Janae,	Jeanne,	Travon,	Debbie,	Cindy,	
Scott,	Mike,	Kim,	Mike,	Michele,	Bob,	Leanne,	Terry,	
Garry,	Nancy,	Bea,	Emerson,	Dan,	Nadia,	Peyton,	
Samanda,	Xana,	Lee,	and	for	those	we	now	name…	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
We	thank	you	for	all	the	blessings	of	this	life	
especially	those	we	now	name…	
Lord,	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
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Holy	Spirit,	you	touched	the	lives	of	innumerable	
saints;	embrace	the	faithful	departed,	especially	
and	those	we	now	name…	
Lord	in	your	mercy,	hear	our	prayer.	
	
(The	last	person	who	prays	returns	the	microphone	
to	the	stand	by	the	front	pew.)	
	
The	Celebrant	adds	a	concluding	Collect.		
Hasten,	O	Father,	the	coming	of	your	kingdom	in	
our	Lenten	fast.	Mercifully	grant	that	we	your	
servants,	who	now	live	by	faith,	may	with	joy	
behold	your	Son	at	his	rising	from	the	tomb;	all	this	
we	ask	through	Jesus	Christ	our	only	Mediator	and	
Advocate.	Amen.	
	

The	Peace	
Celebrant	 The	Peace	of	the	Lord	be	always	with	
	 	 you.	
People		 And	also	with	you.	
	

Announcements,	Birthdays,	Anniversaries	
	

Offertory		
Our	Sunday	loose	cash	offerings	go	
to	our	Emergency	Aid	Fund,	which	

directly	serves	families	and	
individuals	in	need	within	our	

community.	Your	generosity	makes	
saying	“yes”	to	those	who	need	help	

the	most	possible.	
	

The	Great	Thanksgiving	–	D	
	 [Please	see	Book	of	Common	Prayer,	pg.	372]	
Celebrant		The	Lord	be	with	you.	
People								And	also	with	you.	
Celebrant		Lift	up	your	hearts.	
People								We	lift	them	to	the	Lord.	
Celebrant		Let	us	give	thanks	to	the	Lord	our	God.	
People								It	is	right	to	give	him	thanks	and		

							praise.	
	

The	Celebrant	proceeds	
It	is	truly	right	to	glorify	you,	Father,	and	to	give	
you	thanks…	
	
Celebrant	and	People	
Sanctus							
Holy,	Holy,	Holy	Lord,	God	of	power	and	might,	
heaven	and	earth	are	full	of	your	glory.	
Hosanna	in	the	highest.	Blessed	is	he	who	
comes	in	the	name	of	the	Lord.	Hosanna	in	the	
highest.	
	

The	people	stand	or	kneel.	The	Celebrant	continues	
We	acclaim	you,	holy	Lord,	glorious	in	power….	
…we	praise	you	and	we	bless	you.	
	
Celebrant	and	People	
We	praise	you,	we	bless	you,		
we	give	thanks	to	you,		
and	we	pray	to	you,	Lord	our	God.	
	
The	Celebrant	continues	
Lord,	we	pray	that	in	your	goodness	and	mercy…	
	
…through	Christ,	and	with	Christ,	and	in	Christ,	all	
honor	and	glory	are	yours,	Almighty	God	and	
Father,	in	the	unity	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	for	ever	and	
ever.	AMEN	
	

Lord’s	Prayer				
Celebrant		As	our	Savior	Christ	has	taught	us,	we	

	 now	pray,		
Our	father	in	heaven	
hallowed	be	your	Name,	
your	kingdom	come,	
your	will	be	done,	
on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread.	
Forgive	us	our	sins	
as	we	forgive	those	
who	sin	against	us.	
Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial	
and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	
and	the	glory	are	yours,		
now	and	forever.	Amen.	

	

The	Breaking	of	the	Bread	and		
Holy	Communion	
The	Celebrant	breaks	the	consecrated	Bread.	A	period	of	silence	
is	kept.	
	
Christ	our	Passover	is	sacrificed	for	us;	
Therefore	let	us	keep	the	feast.	
	
All	persons	are	invited	to	come	forward	to	receive	Holy	
Communion	in	one	or	both	of	the	elements	or	receive	a	blessing.	
Gluten-free	hosts	and	alcohol-free	wine	are	available	upon	
request	at	the	rail.		If	you	have	yet	to	be	baptized	and	are	
interested	in	learning	more	about	this	sacrament,	please	see	
one	of	the	clergy	following	the	liturgy.	
	
If	you	do	not	wish	to	come	forward	for	Communion	or	a	
blessing,	or	if	you	are	attending	the	liturgy	virtually,	you	are	
invited	to	pray	the	following	from	The	St.	Augustine’s	Prayer	
Book.	
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Prayer	for	Spiritual	Communion	
In	union,	blessed	Jesus,	with	the	faithful	gathered	
at	every	altar	of	your	Church	where	your	blessed	
Body	and	Blood	are	offered	this	day,	I	long	to	offer	
praise	and	thanksgiving,	for	creation	and	all	the	
blessings	of	this	life,	for	the	redemption	won	for	us	
by	your	life,	death,	and	resurrection,	for	the	means	
of	grace	and	the	hope	of	glory.	I	believe	that	you	
are	truly	present	in	the	Holy	Sacrament,	and,	since	
I	cannot	at	this	time	receive	Communion,	I	pray	
you	to	come	into	my	heart.	I	unite	myself	with	you	
and	embrace	you	with	all	my	heart,	my	soul,	and	
my	mind.	Let	nothing	separate	me	from	you;	let	me	
serve	you	in	this	life	until,	by	your	grace,	I	come	to	
your	glorious	kingdom	and	unending	peace.	Amen.	
	

The	Post	Communion	Prayer	
Celebrant				 Let	us	pray	
	
Celebrant	and	People	
Almighty	and	everliving	God,	we	thank	you	for	
feeding	us	with	the	spiritual	food	of	the	most	
precious	Body	and	Blood	of	your	Son	our	Savior	
Jesus	Christ;	and	for	assuring	us	in	these	holy	
mysteries	that	we	are	living	members	of	the	
Body	of	your	Son,	and	heirs	of	your	eternal	
kingdom.	And	now,	Father,	send	us	out	to	do	
the	work	you	have	given	us	to	do,	to	love	and	
serve	you	as	faithful	witnesses	of	Christ	our	
Lord.	To	him,	to	you,	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit,	be	
honor	and	glory,	now	and	for	ever.	Amen.	
	

The	Solemn	Prayer	over	the	People	
Celebrant	
Look	down	in	mercy,	Lord,	on	your	people	who	
kneel	before	you;	and	grant	that	those	whom	you	
have	nourished	by	your	word	and	sacraments	may	
bring	forth	fruit	worthy	of	repentance;	through	
Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	
	

Procession	to	the	Neighborhood		
Hymn	#490	 	 I	want	to	walk	as	a	child	of	the	light	
	

St.	Matthew	Mission	Statement			
To	be	a	church	that	passionately	embraces	and	
values	all	people,	growing	in	the	love	of	Christ	
through	word	and	action.	
	
Celebrant		Go	in	peace	to	love	and	serve	the	Lord.	
People				 Thanks	be	to	God.	
	

Postlude	
	
	
 


