Your Rights When
Documenting

¢
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS IS NOT A
CRIME AND THEY CANNOT ARREST

You have a right to photograph or film
anything plainly visible in public,
including law enforcement, so long as
you are not trespassing or violating a
lawful order.

Make sure not to physically interfere
with an officer.

On private property, the owner can set
rules about photography or video.




Your Rights When
Documenting

Without a warrant, law enforcement
may not confiscate or demand to view
the contents of your digital devices nor
may they delete your data.

OWNER CAN SET RULES ABOUT
PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO.




Limitations of
Constitutional
Protections

DIGITAL DEVICES NOR MAY THEY
DELETE YOUR DATA.

The First Amendment does not protect
civil disobedience, even if your
motivation is law enforcement
accountability or sharing law
enforcement abuses with the public.

You can still be subject to punishment
for breaking otherwise valid laws.




Risks When
Documenting

Some law enforcement officials react
harshly to those who record their
activities, including by threatening and
making arrests, or worse.
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e The use of whistles to alert others to
nearby enforcement activity may be
useful to draw attention to abuses of
power and signal others to begin

“We had WhiStleS, documenting or recording, but this
choice comes with risks.
they had guns.”

- Becca Good Whistles, when used to help

communicate to alert others to lawfully
record or document enforcement

operations are more likely to be viewec
as engaging in protected First

OF THE WAYS TO REDUCE THESE Amendment activity.
RISKS IN A BIT.




e Whistles, when used to interfere with
enforcement operations, are NOT likely
to be viewed by courts as a protected
First Amendment right.

In addition, ordinary rules prohibiting
obstruction, physical interference, and

creation of safety hazards always
apply, as well as any local noise
ordinances.

e You will need to make an informed

o eV A e IV I el BT aT=X:ision about this activity considering
DUTIES. AND YOU CAN BE your own personal safety and risks.




Reducing Risks

AND WE ARE SEEING THAT EVEN IF
WE KNOW OUR RIGHTS

Top priority: safety and
de-escalation

Maintain distance

Avoid sudden movements and
remain calm

Don’t record while driving

Film openly and keep your hands
visible

Follow instructions

Never physically resist or obstruct




Best Practices
When Recording

W |
OR THEIR LAWYER IF THEY HAVE THE

Capture details and context
Make a copy on another device
Do not edit the original

Share the footage with the

impacted individual's loved ones or
their attorney

INFORMATION BECAUSE THEY GET TO




